Fr. Nicholas J. Habets, Assembly 1505
1236 Prosperity Rd.
Virginia Beach, VA 23451-9287

The Flag, Sword, and Cross Newsletter
1 April 2026

From the Faithful Navigator...
Faithful Sir Knights,

I recently came across an article written by the Most Reverend Michael G. Duca, Bishop of the Diocese
of Baton Rouge where he writes about how to greet people at Easter. He mentions to give public to our
faith and pray for a living faith that so fills us with hope and joy that we might be willing, with a joyful
courage, to proclaim Jesus risen from the dead. As a beginning, right now proclaim it out loud, “CHRIST
IS RISEN!”

Fr. Habets has just finished up another successful fish fry. Thanks to all of you who participated in
making this event such a wonderful family experience.

At the 28 February Exemplification 22 new Sir Knights joined our ranks. The task now is to engage them
in 4™ Degree activities as soon as possible to encourage them to get involved. At the 4™ Degree Biennial
on 14 March, Fr. Habets was called out for leading the Commonwealth in recruitment. At the next
Exemplification we have 3 new candidates who will attend.

Because of all the hard work you have put in, we are making a difference in fostering a spirit of
patriotism, responsible citizenship and love for country.

Patriotically,

Michael King, FN
Assembly 1505

Biennial Meeting — The District of Virginia held its Biennial Meeting in Richmond on Saturday 14 March
2026. Assembly delegates gathered from across the state to select a new Master and to review any resolutions
presented. Our assembly was represented by Faithful Navigator Mike King, PFN John Garcia and SK Tom
Wenthe. During the meeting, Father Habets assembly was recognized as having the highest percentage increase
in new Sir Knights and was also recognized for its support leading up to and during the 28 February 2026
Exemplification at the Catholic Church of St Mark.

Lenten Fish Fry — Our assembly completed a successful 2026 Lenten Fish Fry, with over 1,400 meals
served. Thank you to all who helped prepare the coleslaw, breakout the fish, defrost the fish, cook the
fish, fries, rice and hush puppies, and who setup before and cleaned up after the fish fries. Thank you to
councils 4632, 10515, 10804 and 13467 for floor support, and a special thank you to the ladies for
providing all the baked good for the bake sales.



Special Virginia Election — A special election for a ballot initiative will be held on Tuesday, 21 April 2026.
Please be sure to vote. This ballot initiative is for redistricting Virginia before the mid-term elections. More
information can be found here: https://www.elections.virginia.gov/election-law/proposed-amendment-for-april-
2026-special-election/

Corporate Communion and Ladies Appreciation Dinner — Our Corporate Communion will take place at the
Church of the Holy Family on Saturday 9 may 2026. The Ladies Appreciation Dinner will follow Mass at 7
PM. Please RSVP to SK Dave Van Petten at: davidvanpetten(@cox.net before 4 May 2026.

Exemplification — An Exemplification of the Fourth Degree is expected to be held at St Edward the
Confessor Catholic Church in Richmond, VA on Saturday, 11 April 2026. We have three candidates.

Nominating Committee — The Nominating Committee presented the slate of officers for the 2026-2027
Fraternal Year during the March business meeting. The slate is:

Faithful Navigator Wayne Phelps
Faithful Captain Vacant
Faithful Pilot Tom Wenthe
Faithful Admiral Mike King
Faithful Purser Jim Snead
Faithful Comptroller Lyndon Ramias
Faithful Scribe Steve Caughlen

Faithful Inner Sentinel  Jerry Johnson

Faithful Outer Sentinel Louis Lavore

Trustee for Three Years John Garcia

Trustee for Two Years Joe Burns (moves up, not elected)
Trustee for One Year ~ Ted Quinter (moves up, not elected)

VAVS (Vets Admin Voluntary Service) - Accepting volunteers for monthly bingo at 10 AM on the first
Thursday at Jones and Cabacoy Vets Care Center in Virginia Beach. PFNs Glenn Rodriguez
(gboy23454@gmail.com or 757-635-0061) and Stan Schnell (swschnell@cox.net or 757-618-7793) are our
contacts.

By-Laws Review — Discussion on the draft by-laws addendum was continued during the March meeting,
voted on and approved as distributed.

Birthday Wishes to...

Happy Birthday to our brother Sir Knights born in April:

Alan Curry Edwin O Brien
Celestino Damiano Patrick O’Donnell
Daniel Foley Stanley Schnell
Markwin-Michael Galdo John Szamreta
Raymond Kotwasinski George Tabora
Frank Lang Thomas Whalen
John Lapke Gary Zalas
Thomas Nicholas
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Sir Knights of the Month for February and March:

Congratulations to these Sir Knights for their support of our assembly!

Jim Snead - February
Ron Sheehan - March
PFN Earl Reid - March

Father McGivney Guild - The Father Michael J. McGivney Guild promotes the cause for Father
McGivney’s for sainthood. Father McGivney was beatified on Oct. 31, 2020. Membership in the Guild is
free and open to all. Members receive a quarterly newsletter and are remembered in a weekly Mass
offered for their intentions. Follow this link: https://www.fathermcgivney.org/en/index.html

From the Faithful Comptroller...

Yearly 4th Degree Membership Dues

Dues for calendar year 2026 are now due to Father Habets’ Knights of Columbus Assembly 1505. Our dues
year runs from 01 January thru 31 December each year.

If you are a regular member and your dues are current, check payment of $36.00 ($35.00 for 2025 calendar year
dues and $1.00 for postage) will bring your dues current thru Dec 31,2026. If you are an Honorary Member
(Age 65-69 and have been a 4™ degree member for 25 continuous years), required payment is $11.00. Honorary
Life Members (Age 70 and above and 25 years of continuous 4™ degree membership are exempt from

dues. Please make your check payable to: Father Habets Assy 1505. You may also pay online via STRIPE at
our Assembly website (https:/www.kofc1505assembly.org/#/). The password is not required. A $1.00 credit
card processing fee will be added to online payments ($37.00 for regular members and $11.00 for Honorary
members). If you pay via US Mail by check, send your payment to the address below.

Lastly, you can pay via check or cash at our assembly meetings which are held at the Columbian Club located
on Prosperity Rd in VA Beach on the 4™ Wednesday of each month at 7:00 PM (Rosary) and 7:30 PM
(meeting).

Thank you for being a part of Father Habets Knights of Columbus Assembly 1505 and helping our Assembly
continue to perform charitable works locally, nationally and internationally. Your dues help make all of this
possible.

Lyndon Remias, Comptroller
3225 Nansemond Loop
Virginia Beach, VA 23456-2455

From the Color Corps Commander...

Official Regalia Dress (ORD) — Assembly members not currently owning the ORD are encouraged to
consider purchasing the ORD. The ORD makes the 4th Degree more visible to the community / public.
Having the ORD allows you to participate more fully in patriotic events.



Completed Events

March

Color Guard — Father Nicholas J. Habets assembly 1505 was host assembly for the Exemplification of
the Fourth Degree that was conducted on Saturday, 28 February 2026 at the Catholic Church of St Mark.
Sixty-six Knights received their Fourth Degree in a ceremony conducted by District Master Kelly
Mortensen. Over 175 candidates, Sir Knights, ladies and guests attended. Twenty-two new Sir Knights
were from Father Habets Assembly 1505.

St Patrick’s Day Parade — Father Habets assembly 1505 joined members from Father O’Keefe assembly
1162 and Father McGivney assembly 2588 in marching in the Norfolk Saint Patrick’s Day Parade on
Saturday 14 March 2026 in Ocean View, VA. Six Seven Sir Knights from Father Habets Assembly 1505
participated, and included: Faithful Captain Wayne Phelps, PFNs Stan Schnell, Earl Reid, Manny Ramos
and Joe Burns (CCC), and SK Jim Donnally. PFN Dave Wemhoff drove the chase vehicle. PFN Joe
Burns represented Regional Marshal Ed Nettleton, and led the event.

Chalice Ceremony and Honor Guard — Performed the Chalice Ceremony prior to the funeral Mass, and
provided seven-member Honor Guard for the funeral Mass of Sir Knight Vincent Angelli. The funeral
Mass was held at Church of the Holy Family in Virginia Beach, VA on Saturday, 21 March 2026. Honor
Guard included Faithful Navigator Mike King, PFNs Glenn Rodriquez, John Cochran, Joe Burns (CCC),
Faithful Captain Wayne Phelps and SK Daniel Shaughnessy. Fr. Rene presided during the Mass. This
event is also listed under Memorial Activities and Church Activities.

Upcoming events:

NATO Parade — 18 April 2026 - Norfolk

Schedule of Assembly Events —

April ~

2 Holy Thursday *

2 Jones and Cabacoy Vets Care Center in Virginia Beach.

3 Good Friday *

4 Holy Saturday - Easter Vigil *

5 Easter Sunday *

9 VAVS BINGO - Jones and Cabacoy Veterans Care Center - 10 AM
18 NATO Parade - Norfolk

20 Officers meeting — Columbian Club - 6:30 PM
21 Virginia Special Election — Ballot Initiative - Vote
22 Assembly Business Meeting - Columbian Club - Rosary at 7:00 & Meeting at 7:30pm

* These days are the most holy days in our faith. You should attend Holy Thursday, Good Friday and
either the Easter Vigil or Easter Sunday Masses/services if possible.



Looking Ahead:
May ~

7 Jones and Cabacoy Vets Care Center in Virginia Beach.

9 Corporate Communion — Church of the Holy Family — 5:30 PM

9 Ladies Appreciation Dinner - Church of the Holy Family — 6:45 PM

10 Mother’s Day

16 Armed Forces Day — Honors those serving — fly your U.S. flag

25 Memorial Day — Remembers those who died while serving — fly your U.S. flag
25 Memorial Day grave visitation

26 Officers Meeting — Columbian Club — 6:30 PM

27 Assembly Business Meeting — Catholic Church of St Mark — 7:30 PM



